Evidence for an NIH shift as the origin of the apparently anomalous distribution of deuterium in estragole from Artemisia dracunculus.
Feeding experiments of [2-(2)H]- and [4'-(2)H]phenylalanine in Artemisia dracunculus validate the hypothesis that the marked difference in deuterium content at the natural abundance level between the aromatic carbons of estragole (1) is due to an NIH shift during the hydroxylation of the benzene ring.